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The Monadnock Region Rail Trail 
Collaborative Role

An informal group made up of 
representatives of local municipalities, 
non-profits and volunteers that 
recognize the value in collaborating on 
shared goals and interests for 
improving the regional rail trails

TrailLink

“Iron Roads of the Monadnock 
Region, Volume One”, Bradford G. 
Blodget and Richard R. Richards Jr.

https://www.traillink.com/stateactivity/nh-bike-trails/


The Monadnock Region Rail Trail 
Collaborative

Collaborative Members:
City of Keene:

Parks, Recreation & Facilities

Public Works – Engineering

Community Development – KGIS

Bicycle Pedestrian Pathways Advisory

Town of Swanzey:

Director Planning and Economic Development

Rail Trail Advisory Committee

TrailLink

Corner of Gilbo Ave and Main St, Keene, 
Jan 24, 1911

Collaborative Supporters:
Pathways for Keene

Monadnock Conservancy

Southwest Regional Planning Commission

Hinsdale Community Development

Town of Swanzey Board of Selectmen

Friends of the West River Trails, Brattleboro, VT

https://www.traillink.com/stateactivity/nh-bike-trails/


Monadnock Region Rail Trail 
Historical Facts

• May 16, 1848 – First operational train in 
Keene

• Within 3 decades trains carried thousands of 
passengers and millions of tons of freight in 
and out of the Monadnock region.

• Abandonment began in the 1960s due to 
improved highways and roads.

• NHDOT is the owner of over 300 miles of the 
rail trail corridor. 

• NH Bureau of Trails is the administrator of 
the state-owned rail trails.

• For more history: 
https://blog.nhstateparks.org/from-
railroad-to-rail-trail-a-history-of-the-
cheshire-recreational-rail-trail/

TrailLink

https://blog.nhstateparks.org/from-railroad-to-rail-trail-a-history-of-the-cheshire-recreational-rail-trail/
https://www.traillink.com/stateactivity/nh-bike-trails/


Monadnock Region Rail Trail Historical Facts

Boston to 
Montreal

TrailLink

“Iron Roads of the Monadnock 
Region, Volume One”, Bradford G. 
Blodget and Richard R. Richards Jr.

https://www.traillink.com/stateactivity/nh-bike-trails/


The Monadnock 
Region Rail 
Trails

The Big 
Picture Plan

TrailLink

Swanzey

Richmond

Walpole

“Iron Roads of the Monadnock Region, Volume 
One”, Bradford G. Blodget and Richard R. Richards 
Jr.

FitzwilliamWinchester

Marlborough

Keene

Westmoreland

Troy

Cheshire Rail Trail

Hinsdale

Cheshire Rail Trail

Restore and Maintain from NH/MA 
state line to NH/VT state line 

Ashuelot Trail

Restore and Maintain from 
Keene to Hinsdale, NH

Fort Hill Trail

Restore and Maintain from 
Hinsdale to Brattleboro, VT

Provide Amenities:

• Wayfinding/Signage

• Hydration Stations

• Repair Stations

• Permanent Trail Traffic Counters

• Historical 
Landmarks/Descriptions

Jaffery

Rindge

Peterborough

Hancock

Harrisville

Surry

Other Rail Trails

Not current Focus 

https://www.traillink.com/stateactivity/nh-bike-trails/


The Map 
Legend

TrailLink

Swanzey

Richmond

Walpole

“Iron Roads of the Monadnock Region, Volume 
One”, Bradford G. Blodget and Richard R. Richards 
Jr.

FitzwilliamWinchester

Marlborough

Keene

Westmoreland

Troy

Cheshire Rail Trail

Hinsdale

Completed. Only Maintenance Necessary

Jaffery

Rindge

Peterborough

Hancock

Harrisville

Surry

Planned 

Unimproved. No Plans or Funding

Wintastiquet-Monadnock Trail 

Monadnock-Sunapee Greenway

Metacomet-Monadnock Trail

https://www.traillink.com/stateactivity/nh-bike-trails/


Trail Lengths

TrailLink

Cheshire Public Time Table, May 3, 1875, Basil B 
McLeod coll.
“Iron Roads of the Monadnock Region, 
Volume One”, Bradford G. Blodget and 
Richard R. Richards Jr.

Swanzey

Walpole

Fitzwilliam

Winchester

Marlborough

Keene

Westmoreland

Troy

Surry

Ashuelot

21.75 MilesFort Hill

8.5 Miles

https://www.traillink.com/stateactivity/nh-bike-trails/


TrailLink

Swanzey

Walpole

FitzwilliamWinchester

Marlborough

Keene

Westmoreland

Troy

Surry

Cheshire Trail-Points of Interest

• Westmoreland – Jingle’s Christmas Shoppe, Stuart & John’s

• Walpole – Downtown merchants, Ames Plaza (Shaws
Plaza),Alyson’s Orchards

• Bellows Falls – Downtown merchants

• Swanzey – Dunkin, Sam’s Outfitters, Twinkle Town, Cheshire 
Fair Grounds

• Troy- Downtown merchants

• Fitzwilliam- Downtown merchants, Rhododendron State Park

• Keene - Downtown merchants, All major shopping plaza’s 
(Walmart, Target, Key Rd, Center of Keene, Kohl’s, Hannaford’s, 
etc.), All hotels, Several B & Bs 

Points of 
Interest

Ashuelot Trail:

Fort Hill Trail: 
• ???

• Keene - Center of Keene, Colony Mill Apartments, 
Walmart Plaza, Key Rd, KSC Main Campus, KSC Athletic 
Center• Swanzey - West Swanzey Merchants, The Bridges B&B

• Westport – Monadnock Speedway, Willy D’s Driving Range

• Winchester – Downtown Merchants

• Ashuelot – Downtown Merchants, Pisgah Park

• Hinsdale – Main Street Marketplace, Pelloni’s
Farm Market, Pisgah Park

https://www.traillink.com/stateactivity/nh-bike-trails/


Annual Traffic 
Estimates

TrailLink

“Iron Roads of the Monadnock Region, Volume 
One”, Bradford G. Blodget and Richard R. Richards 
Jr.

Swanzey

Richmond

Walpole

Fitzwilliam
Winchester

Keene
Westmoreland

Troy

223,957

Hinsdale

Jaffery

Rindge

Surry

5,030

* Data Collected by Southwest Regional 
Planning Commission, Estimates provided by 
Rails to Trail Conservancy Trail Traffic 
Calculator

96,517

35,139

28,631

12,100

7,030

23,579

2,208

Location on Cheshire Trail Year Estimate

West of Main St, Keene 2015 223,957

North of Mt Huggins, E. Swanzey 2017 5,030

North of Rt101, Keene 2018 35,139

Location on Ashuelot Trail Year Estimate

North Of Winchester St, Keene 2018 96,517

South of Kirf Rd, Keene 2018 28,631

N. of Sawyers Crssng, W. Swanzey 2018 12,100

East of Depot St, Westport 2018 7,030

Location on Fort Hill Trail Year Estimate

No Estimates Available

East of Recycle Way, Ashuelot 2018 2,208

South of Elm St, Winchester 2018 23,579

https://www.traillink.com/stateactivity/nh-bike-trails/


Why Trail Traffic 
Declines Outside 
of Keene?

TrailLink

“Iron Roads of the Monadnock Region, Volume 
One”, Bradford G. Blodget and Richard R. Richards 
Jr.

Swanzey

Richmond

Walpole

FitzwilliamWinchester

Marlborough

KeeneWestmoreland

Troy

20,442

Hinsdale

Jaffery

Rindge

Surry

2,055

5,047

1,682

4,003

7,144

733

2,351

2,145

4,341

3,878

10,862

12,046

Rockingham

Brattleboro

Winchendon

Population Density Decrease

Cheshire Trail Disconnect at R101

No Connection w/ Next 
Populace Community

Keene is an Urban Center, 
Surrounding Towns are Rural

The high point (830 ft) of the Cheshire Trail 
between Keene and Walpole is the Summit Cut, 
Surry where Rt12 bridges the railroad. Prior to its 
rebuilding in the 1940s, Rt12 passed beneath the 
railroad in West Keene.

Poor Trail

Conditions

223,957

5,030

96,517

35,139

28,631

12,100

7,030

23,579

2,208

https://www.traillink.com/stateactivity/nh-bike-trails/


Current Cheshire 
Trail Status

TrailLink

“Iron Roads of the Monadnock Region, Volume One”, Bradford G. 
Blodget and Richard R. Richards Jr.

RindgeFitzwilliam

Swanzey

Westmoreland

Walpole

Richmond

Winchester

Hinsdale Troy

Marlborough

Keene

Surry

Peterborough

Jeffery

Harrisville

RESTORED: Hurricane Rd to Eastern Ave, Keene

RESTORE: START 2020. TAP Grant to restore from Hurricane 
Rd, Keene to Ammi Brown Trail (Summit Ridge Rd), Keene. 
Trail good to Surry town line, ~2 miles.

RESTORE: 2019-2025. TAP Grant 
to restore from Joslin Station Rd, 
E. Swanzey to Webb Depot Rd, 
Marlborough, ~4.2 miles.

PLANNED: 2024-2027. Transportation 
Heritage Trail, Keene/Swanzey

RESTORE: 2021. Monadnock 
Conservancy-Chamberlain Area. 
Old Turnpike Rd to Old Turnpike 
Rd, Fitzwilliam, 2.5 miles

LONG TERM: Westmoreland/Keene 
to Bellows Falls. 17 miles, $1.7M

LONG TERM: Marlborough to S. 
Fitzwilliam, 14 miles, $1.5M

https://www.traillink.com/stateactivity/nh-bike-trails/


Chamberlain 
Project-Fitzwilliam

TrailLink

“Iron Roads of the Monadnock Region, Volume One”, Bradford G. 
Blodget and Richard R. Richards Jr.

RT12

NH/MA State Line

RESTORE: 2021. Monadnock 
Conservancy-Chamberlain Area. 
Old Turnpike Rd to Old Turnpike 
Rd, Fitzwilliam, 2.5 miles

https://www.traillink.com/stateactivity/nh-bike-trails/


Transportation 
Heritage Trail Project-
Keene/Swanzey

TrailLink

Transportation 

Heritage Trail Project

Swanzey TAP Grant 

Project

Rt101Rt12

Airport

Swanzey

Keene

Marlborough

Rt12

Prowess Bridge and Stone Arch Bridge

PLANNED: 2024-2027 
~0.5 mile, 3 Bridges, 
$2.58M cost

https://www.traillink.com/stateactivity/nh-bike-trails/


TrailLink

~7 mile Loop

https://www.traillink.com/stateactivity/nh-bike-trails/


Current Ashuelot 
Trail Status

TrailLink

Whitcomb 

Hall 

Swanzey 

Recycle 

Center

Swanzey

Winchester

Keene

Richmond

Marlborough

Troy

“Iron Roads of the Monadnock Region, Volume One”, Bradford G. 
Blodget and Richard R. Richards Jr.

RESTORED: Emerald St, Keene 
to Holbrook Ave, W. Swanzey

RESTORE: 2019-2025 TAP Grant to 
restore from Holbrooke Ave, W. Swanzey 
to Swanzey/Winchester Line plus a 
section at Pine St. ~2.4 miles.

NEXT STEP: Swanzey/Winchester 
Line to South Hinsdale. 13 miles, 
$1.16M

ADD: 2020 Trail Kiosk at Emerald St, Keene $2.5k

https://www.traillink.com/stateactivity/nh-bike-trails/


Current Fort Hill 
Trail Status

TrailLink

Brattleboro, VT

“Iron Roads of the Monadnock Region, Volume One”, Bradford G. 
Blodget and Richard R. Richards Jr.

Unplanned: Complete from S. 
Hinsdale to Brattleboro, 8.5miles, 
$765k 

https://www.traillink.com/stateactivity/nh-bike-trails/


Friends of the West 
River Trail, VT

TrailLink

“Iron Roads of the Monadnock Region, Volume One”, Bradford G. 
Blodget and Richard R. Richards Jr.

https://www.traillink.com/stateactivity/nh-bike-trails/


Connector Trail 
Proposal

TrailLink

Sawyers 

Crossing Rd

Fox Run Rd
Sycamore Hill Rd

Airport-

South

Airport-

North

Monadnock 

Regional 

High School

Airport-

South
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r

L
in

e
s

Need a Bridge

Twinkle 

Town
Cresson 

Covered 

Bridge

Fenton 

Honda

Rt32

Cresson 

Covered 

Bridge

~10 mile Loop

LONG TERM: ……

https://www.traillink.com/stateactivity/nh-bike-trails/


What Does Restore The Trail Mean?

• Working Drainage Ditches

• Working Culverts

• 10-14’ Wide Trail Surface *

• Crushed Stone Trail Surface

• Crowned Trail Surface

• Mowed including min. 10’ Canopy *

• Gates at Road Crossings 
• Prevent Motorized Access

• Prevent Dumping

TrailLink

* AASHTO (American Association of State Highway and Transportation Officials) 
“Guide for the Development of Bicycle Facilities”.

https://www.traillink.com/stateactivity/nh-bike-trails/


Rail Trail Benefits*

• Creating Value and Generating Economic Activity
• Increase Real Estate Value

• Increase Tourism

• Improving Bicycle and Pedestrian Transportation
• Increase bicycle and walking commute

• Improving Health through Active Living
• Increase Active Living

• Improve Health

• Lower Medical Costs

• Reduce Deaths

TrailLink

* http://www.greenways.com/benefits-of-greenways

https://www.traillink.com/stateactivity/nh-bike-trails/
http://www.greenways.com/benefits-of-greenways


Rail Trail Benefits*

• Clear Skies, Clean Rivers, and Protected Wildlife
• Help Protect Natural Ecosystems (e.g. plants, animal species)

• Reduce Air Pollution (less automobiles, more plants)

• Protect streams, rivers

• Protecting People and Property from Flood Damage
• Protect Natural Floodplains along Rivers and Streams

• Prevent Riverside Communities from Flood Damage

• Enhancing Cultural Awareness and Community Identity
• Railroad History

• Railroad’s Impact on the Monadnock Region

TrailLink

* http://www.greenways.com/benefits-of-greenways

https://www.traillink.com/stateactivity/nh-bike-trails/
http://www.greenways.com/benefits-of-greenways


Let’s Talk Trail Maintenance

• Mother Nature Is Busy 24/7
• Falling Leaves

• Down Trees

• Down Branches

• Water

• Maintenance Is:
• Removing Leaves

• Removing Downed Trees

• Removing Downed Branches

• Unclogging Drainage Ditches

• Maintenance Requires:
• Excavator

• Brush Hog

• Mower

TrailLink

• Erosion

• Clogged drainage ditches 

• Clogged culverts

• Rodents (burrowing holes)

• Unclogging Culverts

• Repairing Rodents Holes

• Repair Trail Surface

• Dump Truck

• York Rake

• People

https://www.traillink.com/stateactivity/nh-bike-trails/


Project Priorities-
Planned/Needs 
Funding

TrailLink

RindgeFitzwilliam

Swanzey

Westmoreland

Walpole

Richmond

Winchester

Hinsdale Troy

Marlborough

Keene

Surry

Peterborough

Jeffery

Harrisville

RESTORE: START 2020. TAP Grant to restore from 
Hurricane Rd, Keene to Westmoreland town line plus the 
Ammi Brown Trail (Summit Ridge Rd), Keene, ~2 miles.

RESTORE: 2019-2025. TAP Grant 
to restore from Joslin Station Rd, 
E. Swanzey to Webb Depot Rd, 
Marlborough, ~4.2 miles.

PLANNED: 2024-2027. Transportation 
Heritage Trail, Keene/Swanzey

RESTORE: 2021. Monadnock 
Conservancy-Chamberlain Area. 
Old Turnpike Rd to Old Turnpike 
Rd, Fitzwilliam, 2.5 miles

RESTORE: 2019-2025 TAP Grant to 
restore from Holbrooks Ave, W. Swanzey 
to Swanzey/Winchester Line plus a 
section at Pine St. ~2.4 miles.

ADD: 2020 Trail Kiosk at Emerald St, Keene $2.5k

MAINTENANCE EQUIPMENT: 
Excavator, $100,000

“Iron Roads of the Monadnock Region, Volume 
One”, Bradford G. Blodget and Richard R. 
Richards Jr.

https://www.traillink.com/stateactivity/nh-bike-trails/


Getting The Word Out

• MRRTC wants to get the “Big Picture” 
word out

• Willing to present to your favorite civic 
group, municipality, trail group, 
politician, etc.

• Contact: Mike Kowalczyk via 
support@monadnockrailtrails.org

TrailLink

“Iron Roads of the Monadnock Region, Volume One”, Bradford G. 
Blodget and Richard R. Richards Jr.

https://www.traillink.com/stateactivity/nh-bike-trails/


The Ask

• Support The Movement

• Monetary Need Priority:
• Awarded TAP/RTP Grant Match

• Transportation Heritage Project

• Maintenance Equipment

• Volunteer
• Maintenance

• Grant Writing

• Marketing/Communications

TrailLink

“Iron Roads of the Monadnock Region, Volume One”, 
Bradford G. Blodget and Richard R. Richards Jr.

• Fiscal Agent
• In Discussion with Established Local 

Organizations

https://www.traillink.com/stateactivity/nh-bike-trails/


The Monadnock Region Rail Trail Historical 
Information

All historical pictures and 
narrative are taken from “Iron 
Roads of the Monadnock Region, 
Volume One”, Bradford G. 
Blodget and Richard R. Richards 
Jr.

TrailLink

https://www.traillink.com/stateactivity/nh-bike-trails/


Thank You

TrailLink

“Iron Roads of the Monadnock Region, 
Volume One”, Bradford G. Blodget and 
Richard R. Richards Jr.
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